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SUBJECT: LABOR SECRETARY TO MOVE ON RESTRUCTURING 

1. DURING COURSE MEETING WITH LAB ATT MARCH 11, LABOR 
SECRETARY BLAS OPLE COMMENTED AS FOLLOWS REGARDING 
RESTRUCTURING/UNIFICATION OF LABOR MOVEMENT. HE WAS DISAP- 
POINTED WITH SLOW PACE OF LABOR'S RESTRUCTURING EFFORTS 
AND INTENDED SO INFORM TOP TRADE UNION LEADERS AT GATHERING 
MARCH 12. APPEARED THAT EMPLOYERS’ GROUPS WOULD BEAT 
LABOR TO GUN WITH RESPECT UNIFICATION: HE HAD MET WITH 
THEM LAST WEEK AND LEARNED THEY WERE PUTTING FINAL TOUCHES 
TO BYLAWS OF ALREADY-ANNOUNCED CONFEDERATION OF EMPLOYERS. 

2. IT WAS OPLE'S HOPE THAT EMPLOYERS' UNIFICATION MOVE 
WOULD SPUR LABOR FINALLY TO AGREE UPON AND ANNOUNCE FORMA- 
TION ITS OWN UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY. 
WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT TIMING OF POSSIBLE UNIFICATION 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY LABOR, HE NOTED THAT NEW LABOR CODE IN 
EFFECT MADE RESTRUCTURING "MANDATORY” AND HE EXPECTED 
BOTH EMPLOYERS AND TRADE UNIONS TO HAVE THEIR CONFEDERA- 
TIONS ORGANIZED IN TIME FOR MAY 1 LABOR DAY FESTIVITIES. 

OPLE INTENDED CONVENE A TRISECTORAL LABOR/AMANAGEMENT 
CONVENTION IN CONNECTION WITH COMING LABOR DAY ACTIVITIES. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH OPLE STILL WANTS AND EXPECTS LABOR 
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INTERFERENCE OR COACHING, HE MADE IT CLEAR HIS PATIENCE 
HAS LIMITS. HE WILL CONTINUE PUSH FOR RESTRUCTURING 
BEHIND SCENES. 

ON OTHER HAND. HE WANTS AND EXPECTS LABOR AT SOME POINT TO 
TAKE INITIATIVE TO GIVE SUBSTANCE AND LIFE TO ITS 
ORGANIZATION. LAST THING HE WANTS TO END UP WITH. HE HAS 
EMPHASIZED, IS PUPPET LABOR MOVEMENT IN PHILIPPINES A LA 
INDONESIA MODEL. 

SULLIVAN 
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